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Being an Artist Educator is a soul calling, one that fuses my artistic practice with my teaching practice and is eloquently expressed through the words of American educational philosopher Maxine Greene: “Seeking clarity and authenticity in the face of thoughtfulness.” My professional journey began in K-12 public school visual arts education and has transformed into a creative pedagogical practice that includes arts integration, interdisciplinary studies, and teacher education. Over the course of sixteen years, the purpose of education to me has evolved from simply focusing on content mastery and individual fulfillment, to transcending the boundaries of content and subject areas into a conception of teaching as a relationship between educators, students and content in order to embrace learning as a holistic and transformative process that supports personal discovery and knowledge generation.
As an Artist Educator, I cultivate and foster a reflective practice through creative exploration, interdisciplinary collaborations, and the examination of aesthetics and visual literacy. The arts are vital to the creation and development of cultures and civilizations and are an essential time-honored aspect of human consciousness, learning and expression. Through my teaching, I challenge cultural misperceptions about the significance of the arts. The arts should be esteemed for their own intrinsic value, as well as the capacity to address educational holism such as the moral, psychological, emotional, physical, and spiritual experiences of individuals. Important aspects of my teaching practice include facilitating the development of essential life skills such as creativity, reflection, critical thinking, communication, and collaboration, in order for an individual to thrive and succeed as a global citizen in the 21st Century.
I follow the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) approach to curriculum, instruction and assessment. I have found that UDL as a framework for teaching and learning is the most effective because it is holistic in nature, as it offers multiple means of engagement, representation, and exposition of learning, essentially providing accessible and equitable

opportunities for learning to all students. Furthermore, I believe that UDL is most successful when experienced within a learning community that values inquiry, authenticity, diversity, and the lived experiences of its members.
Evaluation of student learning within my classes can be obtained through both quantitative and qualitative assessments. However, my preferred approach to student assessment is through qualitative means. As a qualitative researcher, I believe the nuanced, complex, and specific knowledge about individual lives, cultural experiences and relationships that can be found within personal narratives, creative expressions, reflections, and feedback are the most significant forms of assessment to provide evidence of student growth and attainment of learning outcomes.
Why do I teach? Teaching and learning are central to my identity as an Artist Educator.

The artist within strives to make meaning and communicate personal experiences through creative expressions; the educator within strives to connect, engage, challenge, and inspire others to embrace learning as a holistic and transformative process for self-discovery. Borrowing the words of author Paulo Coehlo, “Teaching is demonstrating that it is possible. Learning is making it possible for yourself.” I believe that education as a holistic and transformative process is exciting and personally rewarding. Ultimately, it is the dynamic of my teaching and learning practice that feeds my soul, transforms individuals, and transcends the classroom into the ever- changing world of the 21st Century and beyond.
